Activity from “NESA: Activities Handbook for Native and Multicultural Classrooms” 
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6 Ink blots provided on separate document





The students can be put in groups to discuss what they see in the ink blots before writing their own reflection. -This is optional
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Goals

— To demonstrate that everyone sees the world from a unique
personal perspective.

— To help participants accept and value individual differences.
— To stimulate descriptive writing.

Group Size: Any number up to about thirty.
Time Required: 45 minutes.
Grade Level: 3-12.

Materials Needed

1. One set of ten ink blots (see Notes on Use).
2. Paper and pen and pencils for each participant.

3. Board for display of ink blots and individual responses
(optional).

Notes on Use

To make ink blots, simply take ten or fewer large (about 12” x 18” or
larger) sheets of white paper. Fold paper in half. On one half spatter
India ink in bold patterns. Fold second half onto first to make
completed blot.

Ink blots are an interesting tool and can be used for many purposes.
There is, of course, no hidden or “real” meanings to these random
designs (though students might need reassurance on this point), but
the variety of responses they evoke is usually quite remarkable—
rarely do two students see exactly the same thing, This exercise can
be used as the introductory activity for a creative writing unit,
illustrating the uniqueness of how we see the world and how this
uniqueness will be reflected in our writing, or simply as a means of
exploring individual differences within the group. With younger
groups, students could respond orally rather than writing out their
perceptions.

When students give their various perceptions, make sure they explain
what they saw fully so that others can switch from their own mind set
and genuinely experience this different perspective. The blots, with
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individual perceptions listed underneath, make an attractive and
interesting display. Descriptive writing exercises (i.e., take one
perception and develop it into a descriptive paragraph) can be
developed from the exercise as well.

Procedure

1. Make sure students have paper and pen and pencil. Tell them that
they are to look at the ink blots you are about to show them and write
what they see in the patterns. Assure them that there are no correct or
hidden objects in the blots. Instruct participants to write down what
they see in short phrases rather than complete sentences and to get
their perceptions down fully but quickly.

2. Begin showing the ink blots to the group, making sure that cach
participant has a chance to study the design.

3. After showing all ten blots to the group, pass them around to
students who may have missed one or two; emphasize that they
should try to come up with something for each ink blot.

4. Go through each blot again, having students share what they saw,
‘making it clear that all responses are equally valid and that they
represent the unique way that we each see the world.

5. Collect responses and debrief.

Debriefing

Much of the debriefing on this activity will occur as the participants
share what they saw in the ink blots. The primary objective—to
demonstrate that everyone sees the world somewhat differently and
that these differences make life interesting and exciting—should arise
naturally from the discussion. To avoid ridicule of very different
perceptions, praise divergent thinking (i.e. focussing on one element
of the blot) and show pleasure in the variety of responses received.

After the sharing is over, you might ask some of the following
qQuestions:

— Why did we see so many different things in the same ink blots?
— How do we see other parts of the world differently?

— What would the world be like if we all saw things the same way?
Would it be better? Worse? Why?

— Were there any “right” things to see? Is one culture more “right”
than another?

— How will our writing reflect the different way we see things?
— Do you think anyone sees the world exactly the way you do?




